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ſelves and where they do, ſuch tender Do? 


To che Reader, 


MA Thouſard to one now youl be inquiri-g, who is the 
/ \ ? Pardon me, if 1 frank 'y ar:ſwer , wht need 
you care ? Tudge of the Veniſon, and never trouble your |. lf 
with acking whence it comes, *Tis a ſhort Book, thasy 4 
long Letter ; aud ::hen you have perus'd a period or two , if 
104 likg it , you may read on ; if not, lay it down , and be- 
take your ſelf to ſome better buſineſſe : 'ouly oblige me with 
this favour » of you allow not what I have done ; teach -me 
what I ſhould have done. This is my caſe, 

Me thought I ſaw the truth hang clearly on my ſide, 
while I confider d only the weights which each hand laid mm 
the ballance, but the Number of theſe who fFrove by plain 
force to pull down the Other, a little mov'd , I confeſſe , aud 
ſhak'd my Scale: yet I eaſily recover'd my former fteddi- 
neſſe , when T reflefted on the Moment one ſo'1d Reaſon 
has , 'compar'd to a maltitude even of the graveſt Opiners : 
But then they ſhrewdly heav'd at me agatn ; Why ſhould not 
the Many be Pn to have Reaſon, as well as the Few? 
againſt which, thus much, at leaſt, I had to ſay , and per- 
haps ſomewhat more to think; That ſince either too ſtrong 
an Intereſt, or too weak,a Courage , -or too fiight an Exa- 
mination, may juſtly be ſuſpefted as the general cauſe of 
reading that Opinion ,I hop'd my inferiourneſſe in number 
would not be able to work me any great prejudice with thoſe 
wh o furly compar'd my advantages in other -reſpefts; eſpe- 
crally if we remember the dilsgences perpetually us'd for 11- 
provement of Eccleſiaſtical Prerogatives; by advancing ſtill 
favorable Tenets , and prohibiting the contrary; while the 
good Lay-Princes (eldome provide ſo co—_ for them- 

rInes grow Ve- 
ry ſlowly, and if they chance to take alittle, yet, for want of 
depth, ſoon wither away, 

Nir is my Party ſo few as not to be conſiderable: If three or 
four Dollors,nay perhaps One, who. has well ſtudied the Point, 
can make ap Opinion ſafe, What may we ſay where a greater 

A 2 number 


To the Reader. 
umber of whole Uniuee [tie Ingade thely Fudgements? Uni. 
——— to ES _ ph purpoſe tudyed 
4 difÞuted the: Queſtion, ,, and havieg ſercouſly, pouder'd 
Goth o__ Popes Fa _ and Councils had* wl, and 
all kind of þ er had written, at laſFan#n;mmſly conclue 
ded and decreed what this following Letter imteuds to repre- 


ent, | | 
/ when I was thus by Reaſon and Authority ſatexfied 1 
my own mind , ſtill there remain'd a Scruple to-publiſh it 


for though I ſuppoſe my ſelf ſecure of a: Truth, what: have 


I to do, being aprivate Man, torell;t to others; eSÞeci- 


ally Thoſe who are infinitely more competent Tudgen than 1 ? 
But as Agar T1 beg your Counſel , let me again tell: you my- 


condition ; Tobſer'd, that moſt of the Ber ſons; from whom 


we might expett ſuch diſcourſes , were either diverted by o«- 


ther imployments, or for particular conſiderations unwilling 


 -ro meddle with This: On the other fide I'confider'd how,ex- 


cellent a Charity it were to be the occaſion of \ſetling clearly 


fo important a Doftrine', that we might hang no longer be- 


tween Heaven and Earth , Godt and Ceſar , ſuſtain'd only 
by the fiery ron of Piobability, which will be- 


fa#t or loofe , as the Caſuitt pleaſes , eSpecially if the wp i= 


ters endeavonrs ſhould be bleſtwith (o happy ſucceſſe, as to- 
rve the leaſt contribution towards the attainment of a more 


condeſcending Form of Oath; whereing the manner of ex= 
preſſiov being a little chavg'd , every ſyllable of the $ub- 


ſtance w +4 entirely be retain'd ;, many of the better-tem-. 
4 


per'd Refuiſers being -obſerv'd to ſcruplt more at ſome Phraſe 
than at any Thing wm the Oath, T4 | m 
_ This ſtrongly carryed me tow! 


own u) nalifiedneſſe e extremely diſcourag'd me from $01ng 
itt Atlaſt, ſeeing: my Tndependence on any ( as to. particu 


lar expetations ). was a Circumſtance very ſuitable to- 
fech an undertaking , and in very few to: be found\ my- 
thoughts weary 1 frogling ane with amther , fat down\ and” 

onel#/ion, That to propoſe my. Senſs by 


Foſted, upon this ] 

way of Quzres conld not be efteem'?l preſumptuous,. ſince ex 

very fool has wit enough to ach Queſtions , and I have left 
for others , the Wiſe man's part, to auſmer them, 
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ALLEGIANCE. 


] A,\B. Do trulyand fincerely Acknowledge, Pro- 
KR: fefry, Teitity, and Declare in my Couſcrence, be- 
fore God, and the world , That our SoLeraign Lord 
KingCnAaR les islanful and rightful King of this 
Realm, and of all other his: Majeſt#es: Ddmintons and 
Countries z And that the Pops , neither of himſelf, 
zor by &ny Authority of the.'.Chureh or See of Rome , 
or by any other means, with any other, bath any Power 
or Authority.to depoſe the King, or to diſroſe of any of 
his Majeſties Kingdomesor Domimnons, or to diſcharge 
anyof bis-Subjetisof ther Allegiance and Obedience to: 
bis Majeſty, or to giue licence or leave to anyof them to 
bear Arms, raiſe Tumults;. or to offer any violence or 
bart to his Majefties. Perſon,. State, or Government, or 
to any of bis Majefties- Subjefs, within bis Majeſiies: 
Domineons..  _ CES 
Alſo 1 do Smear from my heart, that notwithſtand- 
719 any Declaration, or ſentence of Excomunication,. or 
Deprivation made or granted, or to be made or grant- 
ed, by the Pope, or his-Succeſ{ors, or by any Authortty: 
derived, or pretended to be derived from bums. or bis: 
See, againft the ſaid — his Heires', or Sucteſ-- 
fore, #7 any Abſo!ution of the [aid SubjeAs from their 
Obedience, I will bear Faiih and rrue Allegtance to his: 
; A. 3 Mar. 
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Majefly z his Heires and Suciefiors, and bim and 
them will defend te the uttermoF of my; yower, ao 
all Conſpiracies and Attempts wbatſe#ter, which ſhall 
be made againft bis,-or their Perſons, theirCrown, and 
Dignity, I reaſon or colour ,of ary ſuch Sentence, oy 
Declaration, or otherwiſe And will do mybe$t endea- 
wour to difcleſe, and make known unto his: Majeſt;3 bis 
Hetres and Succeffors,all Treaſons,and Traiterows Con- 
ſpiracies, which 1 ſhall know or bear of, to be again 
bim, . or. any of them. | | 

And 1 do farther ſwear, that I do from my heart ab- 
'herre, deteft and abjure, as Impious and Heretical, 
this damnable'Dofirine, and Poſitron; That Princes 
which be-Excomunicated, or Deprived by the Pope, may 
be depoſed, -or murtkered by thetr Subjefls, or any other 
mhaiſecler, == | 

And 1 do believe, and in my Conſcience am veſohued, 
that neither the Pope, nor any Perſon whatſoever, bath 
power to ab{olve me of this Oath, or any part thereof , 
which 1 acknowledge by good and full Authority to be 
lawfully minifired unto me, and do renounce all Par- 
dons and Diſpenſations to the contrary. And all theſe 
things I do yrw 8nd fincerely Acknewledge and 
Swear, according to theſe expreſs words by me ſpoken , 
end according to the plain, and common Senſe, and un- 
derflanding of the ſame words, without any Equitoca- 
4107, .0r Mental Evaſion, or ſecret Reſervation what- 
ſorter. ; 
And I do make this Recognition, and Acknowledg- 
ment, heartily, willingly, and truly, upon the true 
Fauh of a Chriſtian, So help me God. 
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| THE LETTER. 

S1R, . 

, Syour Civility has taught me, T may have any. 
thing of you for asking,, ſomy own Experience 
teaches me, nothing 1s more eaſy thanto ask, 

'Uvleſs it be, to doubr, or to be ignorant ; two qualities 

ſo common, and ſolittle implying any conceit of ſuffi= 

ciency in their Owner , that 1 hope you: will neither ac- 
cuſe me of Preſumption, while I only: ſeek -what 1 pro- 

Feſs not to know; nor of Imprudence, while 1 ſeek: 

Where Iknow Iam molt like.to find,. Your” peirct 

Eye has both! read what others ſay ,. and —— 

what they maintain ; Your generous mind neither hopes 

nor fears can corrupt z:; and, if. they could, .your happy 

Condition ſecures you from: both: To you therefore I 

confidently. come,and without any farther Compliments, 

which:you.ate t90-wiſe to expeRt, and Etoo uncourtly to 
give,. I.humbly deſire your free and ſpeedy judgment, in 
theſe few Seafonable and Important Que#ons,. 

Some ſay the. Pope, by dire and immediate ſentence, 
can depoſe Princes ; Others, he can only Excommuni- 
cate dire&aly,.and depoſe by Conſequence, Some ſay, 
he can depoſe only Princes SubjeR to the Church ; O- 
thers, Infidels too. © Some ſay ,. he has power to do 
this only in order to Spiticuals; Others, abſolutely 


without that ReſtrjAton, . Some ſay, the Crime muſt. be 


Hereſy, or Apoltacy; Others extend his Juriſdi&ion to 
more, and evenall Cifes. And there are who ſay,. He 
cannot depoſe at all, neither any of theſe ways, nor fee 
any of theſe Perſons, nor for any of theſe Cauſes. 

In fayour of which laſt Poſition. (- not to ſpeak of par- 
ticular Authors ). 'twas my fortunz lately to. meer with 
a Cenſure of the Facmty-of Paris, and ſome publick and 
ſolemn Decrees made by that, and divers other Univer- 
fities of France; Of which, the better to-encitle my fell 
to beg your Jdgment, I here ſend you a ſhort Extract , 


' Oh purpoſe omurring the French King and Parliamen's 


ProhiMi ion and Arreſts, as Lay-arguments » of little , 
and perhaps too. little weight, with ſome that. diſpute 


this noint, 
P a 


| $4) -:::T 
A Decree of the Univerſity of. Paris, made. by the 
Rector, Dcans, Procors, and Batchelers of the 
ſaid Univerſity, in a General Aſſembly had 
on the 20th, of April 1626, at the Ada X. 


t 


[| T having been repreſented by the' Reftor, that the ſacred 
Faculty of Theology, moved. as' well by their 'ardent 
zeal and fidelity towards the Church , his. moſt Chriſtian 
Majeſty, and his Kingdomes; as alſo by the true and:pen- 
felt love which they bear to Right and Juſtice, and follow= 
mg therein the ;lluftrious Examples left by their Prede- 
ceſſrs in like Caſes, nyo mature Examination of a certain 
Latine hook , 1ntituled,' A Treatiſe of Hereſy, Schiſm, 
Apoftacy , 8c. and of the Popes power in order to: the 
ONE of thoſe Crimes, Printed at Rome, 1625, 

ad in the 30. and 31. Chapters of Hereſy , found: theſe 
Propoſitions; That the Pope may with cemporal puniſh- 
ments chaſtize Kings and Princes, deſpoſe, and deprive 
them of their Eſtates and Kingdomes, for the Crime' of 
Hereſy, and exempt their SubjeAs from the obedience 
duetorhem; and thar this cuftome' has been always 
pratis'd in the Church, &c. aud thereupon had' by a 
publick, juſt, and legal Sentence, on the 4th. of April, 
Cenſured theſe Propoſitions of that pernis1ous book, , and cons 
demmn'd the Nofrine therein contdin'd , as New, Falſe, 
Erronious, contrary to the Law of God, rendring odious 
the Papal Dignity, opening a gap to Schiſm, derogative 
to the Soveraign {ie wore of Kings, which depends on 
Godalone, retarding the Conyerfion of Infidels, and he- 
ceticalPrinces,diſturbing the publick Peace,tending ro the 
ruine of Kinegdomes, and Republicks, diverting Subje&s 
from the obedience due to their Soveraigns; and preci- 
prreating them into FaRtion , Rebellion  Sedirion , and 
Princes. = 

. The Rettor, Deans, Proflors, Batchelers, and whole 
Hmvoerſity have made this Decree; That the ſacred 
Faculty of Theology ought highly to be commended, far 
having 


even to commir Paricides on the ſacred Perſons of their - 
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(5) | 

hnuving g10en 4 judgment ſo Pons, fo Relivious, [> Wholes 
ſome, ar" ſo wicked At ch Sn * For 
baving.ſo opportunely held forth to the whole Church, but 
eſpecially to all France, the clear light of Antient and Or 
thodox Dottrine ; For having ſo gloriouſly follow'd the 11- 
luſtrious generoſity of their Predeceſſors, and performed 4 
tak, wot only becommg their particular Profeſſion to de« 
fend the trmth, but deſerving the Imitation” even -of the 
whole Univerſity i ſelf, | 

* And to obſtrult altogether the very entrance of this new 
and pernicious Doftrine, and cauſe all thoſe who now are , 
or hereafter ſhall be Members of this Inver ſity, or merit 
promotion to any Degree therein, to remember for ever to 
form and regulate their Opinions according to the judgment 
pronounced by that ſacred Faculty, and kheep at utmoſt 
ditance from the Doftrine ſo juſtly proſerib'd, and that eve- 
ry 0ne4n particular may fly, deteſt, & abhor it, and as well 
7% publick y as private, Combate, Confate, and Convince its 
falſity : They do aecyee, that in the next ſolemn Proceſſion, 
as alſo annually in the Aſſembly for the Proceſſion general, 
—— after opening the Schools in the month of Oto- 
ber, this Cenſure fat publickly be read by the Profle of 
the Univerſity (the firſt buſineſs, nothing to intervene ) and 
recorded inthe Regiſters of each Faculty, and Nation ; and 
that two Copies hereof, written and ſigned by the hand of the 
Clerk of the ſacred Faculty of Theologys ſhall be kept in 
the Common Records of the Univerſity, and the like number 
be ſent as ſoon as may be to all Superiours of Colleges , and 
Houſes, ts the end all poſſible care aud diligence be us'd to 
ſecure all thoſe who frequent, or reſide inthe ſaid Colleges , 
from the corruption and poyſon of this pernicious .Dotrne ; 
«nd that they: never grove way that any Perſon whatſoever 
preſume to ſay or do auy thing contrary to what has ſo wiſely 
been determined and ordain'd by that ſacred Faculty, 

If any Doftor, Profeſſor, Maſter of Arts, or Scholar 
reſiſt and diſobey, or go about in any ſort by word or writing, 
on any cauſe or pretence whatſoever, to offer at the leaſt at- 
tempt, or make the LID agamſs this fo my 

| an 


and legal a Cenſurt, let hine for 4n0v of Infawy dnd: Ig ve5 
miny be expel'd & depriv'd of his Degree, F aculty,& Rank , 
by 4 ſentence that may foy ever cut off «il hope of admittance, 


Quintaine, | 
Scribe of the #niverſity; 


The Cenſure of the . Faculty of Serbowne, dated gt. 
"April 1626, Tomit, becauſe recited at large in this of 
the Univerſicy. 

The like Decrees on the fame occaſion, and again 
the ſame DoArine ( That the Pope can puniſh Kings 
wich temiporal puniſhments, depofſe chem and deprive 
them of their Kingdomes and Eſtates, 8c. ) were made 


by theſe ſeveral Univerſities following ; AJl which have. . 


lately been printed at Paris in a Celleitron of divers Atts , 
Cenſures , and Decrees as well of the Univerſity, as of the 
Faculty of Theology of Paris ' © tt: wh 
By the Univerſity of Cn, aſſembled in the Convent 
of S. Francis, 7. May 1626. | 
By the Univerſity of Rhe:mes, the four Facultyes bee 
Ing aſſembled in the Chapel ot S. Patrice, 18, May 1626, 
By the Univerſity of Tholouze, the ReQor and Pro= 
feſfors of all the Facultyes being afſembled-in $, 7 homa's 
School at the Domimcans, 23. May 1626. 
By the Univerſity of Potters, afſembledat the Domwre 
Arcans, 26, Tune 1626, | 
'  Bythe Univerſity of Yalerce, aſſembled in the great 
Hall, 14. J-ly 1626. 
By the Univerſity of Bowrdeauw, aſſembled ar the 
C arms, 16. July 1626. | 
' By the Univerſicy of Boxrgez, all the Deans and DoR« 
efs Regent of all the Faculties aſſembled by the ReQor, 
25. Nov. x626, 


\By all which the faid DoQrine was Condemn'd 
as' Falſe , Erronions , Cortrary to the Word of 
Goa, Pernicions, Seditzons, and Diteſtable, ge 
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(7) 

A ND now, fince ſomany, fo famous Univerſtie: 

þ have unanimouſly, and ſolemnly, and deeply con 
demn'd his Polition ( That Popes can puniſh Princes 
remporally ) and all this withour conftrainr, yoluntas 
rily delivering their free judgments, unmenaced by their 
King, unconcern'd in felf-preſeryation : The firſt Queſt- 
Jon wherein I intreat.your aflitance, is | 


I, why we when our Lans ſo threatningly come 
mand ; and our All is ſo nearly concern'd , 
may not ſafely and uncenſurably profeſs as much 
as They 2 


ND Ihbeg of you a more ſarisfaRory anſwer , 
than, that the Pope in prudence forbears the 
French, becauſe their party is numerous, and learn'd, and 
united, and Perſons of heart and courage ; for ( omit= 
ting to obſerve the adyantage this very ObjeRion offers, 
by confefling ſo great Authority againſt that pretended 
Power ) I ſhould eafily ſecure my ſelf with this reply, 
that were not their Caſe, in it ſelf, ar leaſt tolerable, all 
thoſe fair qualities could never juſtify the Popes ſuſpend- 
ing to condemn them, Their Tenets then clearly are in 
themſelves conſiſtent with Faith and Catholick Commu- 
nion ; and 'tis a Confideration meerly prudential, whe- 
ther ſuch proceedings ought tobe Cenſur'd or noz which 
nacurally leads me to my ſecond Queſtiow, 
II. 1f there be reaſons enow to turn the Eye of 
Authority quite away from ſeeing what whole UUni= 
werfities ſo openly avow in the face of the world ; 
are there n0t enow to Connive ot us, who are but a 
few, and aft privately, and not without the ex-.. 
cuſing plea of extreme neceſſity ? 
Ht Your firſt thoughts, perhaps may offer you 
this diginQion ; That in England "tis requir'd t9 
renounce the DoRrine- as [mpious #24 Hermical » my 
Be dv; . 2; 


C3) 
the French condemn it only as Falſe, Erroneoue, Contrary 
to the Word of God, Pernicious,. Seditions, and Deteſia« 
6/e. ButI appeal co your ſecond thoughts; and ask, 


III; Are thiſe two words, Lmpious and Hereticalz 
ſo vaſth different in thetr true and natural ſenſe, 
from the other -half dozen, Falſe , Erroneous 
Contrary tothe word of God, Pernicious, 
Seditious; Deteſtable , that all theſe x may - 
volantarily be affirm'd ;, - and both thoſe , or at 
leaFt, one of them , whatever ruine attends , muſs ; 
neceſſarily be deny'd 2 


F we be oblig'd, as ſure we are, to anſwer in The - 
:ſenſe of our Propoſers,and they mean no more by He. 
retical ( as the very Principles of their Religion, beſides 
other Arguments, ſufficiently aſſure us) than Efroneows, . 
and Contrary ro the word of God; Ihopethis third: Queſte 
| 70:will prove no invincible difficulty ; For, is not what's 
'%H Contrary to the word of God, Contrary to Faith ; and 
| whar's Contrary to Faith, - Hererical ? Eſpecially Gnce 
among our ſelyes we muſt find-a larger ſenſe for Herets« 
cal. than-thac which ſeverely meaſures irs conceiv'd 
ſtricteſt notion; We mult find a ſenſe wherein tha Opi- 
'nion of Artipodes was antiently Heretical, and the Turn- 
ing of the Earth, or at leaſt the Standing of rhe Sun is ſo - 
now ; one of which the Qual:ificator: at Rome; 'in or= 
der to Galiles's Condemnation, Cenſur'd. as Abſid, , 
Falſe', &rc, rhe. Other, .as formally. Heretical; We 
| muſt. finda ſenſe that may jultify nor only our diſprri-g 
bs Schoolmen, who oftenon {lighter grounds, cry our Hereſy - 
| one againſt another ; but the publick Cenſors of Books, 
ant] Qualifiers of Opinions; whoevery day reje& many 
Do&-ines as | Heretical , without intending to divide 
| 4 Communion from the Miinteiners; Nay,we mr find a 
| Tenſe that may agree wich the words of the Pope himſelf, - 
| in'. 
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(9) 
in his Prohidicive Brref of this very Oath, which,he ſayes; 
rontains many things contrary to Faith and Salvation; and 
what can we main ſhould be thoſe any, if the deni- 
al of his Prince-depoſing power be not counted for One > 
yet poſſibly nefther It. nor any of theſe Thave mention'd 
are, in preciſe ſcholaſtic rigor, Heretical : Bute Uſe and 
Cuſtome being the Rule of Speech, I'cannor- ſee it rea- 
ſofable, why we alone in ſo Important an Occafion', 
ſhould be denyed that latitude of ſeyſe, which we know 
1s ſo frequently, and (o juſtifiably allow'd to all the world, 
To reconcile more clearly this difference , I conceive 
the conmon Niltin&tion of Material and Format Hereſy 
very uſeful + According to the! firt ſenſe , whatever is 
now Herertical, alwayes was ſo in its inward natute; the - 
Decifion of the Church operating only by wiy of Decla- 
rarion of the formerly beliey'd Truth, and Extenſion of 
the Obligation ro new Subje&s,, adding perh1ps expreſs 
Menaces of ' Azathema , &c. to obſtinate Diſlenters , 
Which every one is juſtly 'preſum'd ro -be ; that ſubmits 
not to the known determination of the Univerſal 
Church. | 
In the ſecondfenſe many Tenets'are 'not yet Herett- 
cal , which may in time become ſo : Even (his intollera» 
bly falſe and flittering Poſirion , That the Pope Is dire 
Univerſal King over all the World, is not yer (the Church 
not nfing'to incerpoſ2 Her Authority, till che Deciſion be 
neceſſ1ry ) condemn'd 28 Hztetica!.z rhough certainly , 
none that pretend ro the leaſt degree of true Loyalty , 
bur are re1dy to abjure ſo damnible a Do&rine , as worſe 
thin Impious , worſe: than Heretical, 'Tis evidently 
therefore enovgh to verifie my forfwearing ſuch an ec- 
ror as Heretical , if in it ſelf it be notably miſ-hievous, 
wichout expe&ting rill che Church can meer, and ſfolemn- 
Iy pa e Hr Canonical Sentence upon 1t, - 
Though chis Example of 'o many Univerſities bt ſrf- 
ficient to decide the Queſtion , inchat th:y_ renounc'd 
-erended Power ; ard more thin ſufficient , to 


this P | 
juttifie v+, i» char they did it freely : Yer to oropole an 


 . Inſtance agcecing,even in the point of fear too, with youny | 
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1 ſhall not forbear to ſay there was a numerous and con: 
fiderable Party in France ( no lefle than the whole Body 
of the Jeſuites ) whoſe Judgement was known to. differ 
from Thac of the Univerſities as much as Any,and more 
than moſt of Ours here , yet rather than expoſe them- 
ſelves to Inconveniences , and their Intereſts to Danger ; 
they publikely ſubſctib'd the Sorbowne Cenſures.; pub- 
lickly condemn'd this king-dethroning Power, as Falſe, 
Erronious , contrary to the Word of God, Pernicious, 
Seditious , and Deteſtable. 

How this ſo ſolemn Subſcription, againſt what them- 
ſelves had formerly held either as altogether, or at leaſt as 
almoſt anArticle of Faith,was underſtood at Rome,I know 
not : that ir was aQtually done in France , I am confi- 
dent will not be deny'd : that it was commanded , we 
need no other Evidence than the Arreſt it ſelf of the 
Parliament of Paris, dated 17, Mar, 1626, wherein'cis 
Order'd That the Prieſts and Scholars of Clermont, and 
of the other two Houſes which the Jeſuits have im Paris , 
(hould withia three days ſubſcribe the Cenſure made by the 
Facalty of So: bonne : and within two months procure Teſti- 
monials of the like Subſcription from every Provincial, and 
Reftor, and from ſix of the Antients of every College of 
therr Society in France, | 

Nor can it be ſaid , this Subſcription relates only in 
general to Sautarellxs's Book , fince it particularly ap= 
proves the whole Cenſure of Sorbonne ; wheteof one and 
the firſt branch is direAly, and in moſt expreſle terms, a= 
gainſt the Popes Power to pum(h Kings Temporally, to 
Depoſe , &c, Iithis be true, of which 1 know not 'the 
lealt reaſon to doubt , 


IV. why is :t n0t Lawful for Engliſh Catholicks to be 
Loyal to their Prince, as far as the French to 
Theirs > Why 1S it 710t tolerable in Lay-men here 
to diſauem, what the frrifteft Religious there open= 

' by condemn 2 Strifie, I mean, 1z maintaimings 
and extending the Popes Prerogatrues,and ſo moſt 
| Per 
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pertinent to, our Dueſtion: Shall Humane 1Mo- 

' trwes be allow/d their place ih Them who renounce 

** theworld, and not with thoſe who trueinit> © 


F any ſhall here pretend ro diſtinguiſh berween a ſimple 

ubſcription,which only was requir'd of the French Je- 
ſuites,& a down right Oath,which is exaRed of us; I can- 
notthink bur they proceed with roo much ſcruple; fince 
certainly. no ſincere and generous honeſty will ſolemnly 
and deliberately atteſt under his hand, what he wiil not in 
due circumſtances ſwear to be true : and indeed, forReli- 
gjous Perſons,who: actually fill refleR on the preſence of 
God, whar difference can there be, between calling Him, 
In a form of words towitneſlſe wha they ſay , eſpecially 
wich. ſuch Solemnity and Deliberation ; and beleeving, 
him continually in their hears to witneſs not only what 
they ſay, bur what they think ? 

_ And now wete I demanded a reaſon, why ſo circum- 
ſpe& and wiſe a Body ſhould a& ſo differently in the 
ſame cauſe bur different Countries ; I could only return 
this conieQural Anſwer; that being wary and prudent 
perſons, they could not bur ſee the Concerns they hazar- 
ded in France by refuſing to Subſcribe , far more impor- 
tant , than what they ventur'd at Rowe by Subſcribing : 
whereas in England , all they can forfeit by declining t 
Oath of Allegiance ( being themſelves but tew, and wich« 
our the Engagements of Colieges and Foundations ) 1s 
perhaps of lefſe eſteem wich them, than rhe intereſt of 
their Univerſal Body at Rome , whence ſo: many. advan= 
Tages are continually deriv'd ro the ret of their Society, 

* When TI have taken leave to ſuppoſe for True , Thar a 
tertain general Rule, is ro be obſery'd , notwithſtanding 

an Exception that's wertarm , Imay eafily hope your 


kave toask this fifth Queſtton ; 


v. if 
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V. If the Precept ef Obedience to Kings in” Tehnpo- 

x B-4 be acer Fo pe Defirines 8nd ——_ 
ception ( unleſſe the Pope depoſe ) be incertain, 
whether the Precept does not Fill Oblige potwith:, © | 
ſtanatng that Exception > | 7 Le 


_— however ſuch a power may by ſome be held ſpe= 

 {Aculatively probable, yer, as ro any Execution , "tis 
practically yo Power at all , againſt one n . 
conſequently my be ab;ur'd _ he that has only a | 
ſpeculatively probable Commiſhon to take away my life, 
has none at all aQually to do it: and. eyery one will 
ſurely agree that to diſpoſleſſe a King is of infinitely 
more miſchievous Conſequence than to kill a private Per- 
ſon; Witneſs the horrid miſeries that follow'd the 
Depoſition of Hevry the fourth, by Gregory the ſeventh; 
the firſt Pope, and firſt Emperour that ever engag'd ſo 
far in that kind of-quarrel ; a quarrel wherein boch fides 
endur'd for along time unſpeakable Calamities,borh ſides 
ſtriving with all extremity of paſſion and fury to ruine 
one another, 

Our Allegiance to Kings, and Their Title to our Al- 
Jegiance being both, in their natures, antecedent ro 
Baptiſm ; For the relation of King and Subje& is by 
Birth, and the quality of Chriſtian by Adoption ; ; 


VI. Howcanihe Superinduced ſpiritual Obligation | 
dminiſh the Ciuil, when no ſuch Condition 1s 
contain d either in Baptiſm, Catechiſm, or Arti- 
eles.of Faitb.;, Eſpecially ſince we are baptiz d ins 
to the Communion of Believers, nt of Opiners ? 


'T I'S true, both Prince & people, do by their God-fa- 
{ thers in Baptiſm renounce the world,the fleſh,&the 
devil : but neither of them make any promiſe to forfeic 


thei 
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their Crowns or Eflates to the Pope y if they break their 
word. Nay, even Papes themſelves, in the primitive 
times , were remporally Subje& tothe Heathen Empe- 
rours both before and after their Conyetſion : And in- 
deed, fince the Chri ian Law , by the Judgemenc of all, 
deprives none of their Right , ilthey were Subje& before 
the Princes Converſion ; they muſt needs continue ſo af- 
cer, 

Nor can ſee (andin this every Reader is concern'd ) 
why the Pope if once admitted to diſpenſe with Subjects 
Allegiance to their Prince , may not diſcharge the Te- 
nants coo from paying Rents to their Landlords , and 
Debters from cheir Obligations to their Creditors, as 
often as He ſhall Judge the Intere(t of Religion to re- 
quire it» - Nay, by the'ſame reaſon, driven a ſtep or two 
farther ; why may not every Biſhop in his Dioceſs, and 
every Curate in his Pariſh pretend a Right , rad:cally 1n- 
herent in his Dignity , to diſpoſe of all our Eſtates in 
Order to the good of our Souls ; and that 'cis only either 
the hard-heartedneſs of Lay-Magiſtrates to hinder ir 
from ſhooting forth into branches ; or the Wiſdome of 
the Supreme Spiritual Magiſtrate to reſerve the whole 
fruic ro Himſelf ? 

Already by my own reflexions I am fully ſatisfied that 
a Diſpenſation ( ſhould any ſuch be pretended ) with 
the Oath of Allegiance , would be no Diſpenſation with 
the Duty of Aliegtance : The Duty being Antecedenr to 
the Oarh , and Independent of ir, andonly Confirm'd, 
not Created byit : and therefore as to this point, I find 
no neceſſity of giving you any trouble. | 

Burin the next Queſtian I muſt humbly heſpeak your 
pardon , becauſe I fear my boldneſs may needirt : 'Tis a 
Caſe I neyer have yet ſeen well examin'd , and therefore 
more doubtingly propoſe it, = 

The Gravelt Aſſertors of the Ropes indirect power to 
depoſe Princes, Warily confine Him ro two Caſes; whiekr- 
they call Hereſy and Apsſtaſy : And, as by Apo Rate they 
mult neceſſarily mean One that has been a Cacholick, 
and is quite faln away _ Chriſtianity z So —_ by 

ere- 
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Heretick, they ſhould proportionably underſtand One 
that has been a Cacholick , and is z# part faln away from 
che Faith : This Confiderarion, I conteſſe, bred in me a 
ſcruple, 1 am nor able , without your help co fatisfie : 
How a Proteſtant Bapriz'd into the Church of Erglard , 
ſhould be hetd oblig'd to the- poſitive Laws of another 
Church; to which, neither frimſelf, nor his God-fathers , 
promis'd any Obedience : his Baptiſm indeed confers 
Grace , and adopts him into the State of Salyation ; bur 
why ſhould he be counted ſubje&tto the Government of 
a Communion quite oppoſite to That into which he is 
Baptiz'd ? does a Proteſtant commir a Mortal Sin every: 
time he eats Fleſh on a Faſting day, or omits to: hear 
Maſle on a Holyday , when neither Maſſe , nor perhaps: 
that Holyday is alow'd by his Church ? 

We know, whoever loves God above all things , is in: 
the State of Salvation, but not of External Communion ,. 
rill he aQually ſubmic to it; and me thinks it ſeems ob< 
fcure;, that T ſhould be interpreredro ſubmit ro the Go-- 
yernment of a Church of ſuch a Diſcipline , by my very 
being Baptiz'd into a Church of a contrary one, 

Befides , Followers of thoſe who began the: Diviſion: 
are not in the ſame form of Church-Condemnation with 
thoſe who began'ir; much lefſe when they are born of 
ſach Parents, and bred up in a Country where ſuch Te-: 
nets have ſo long and uncontrolledly been eftabliſh'd , 
that many perhaps may hold them , without being gu:/« 
ty of holding them ; Wherefore 1 humbly intreat your: 
Learning tomfiruRt me, 

VII. »ibether You bave read any Authors that ex- 
preſſel ſay, a Magiſtrate ſo Circumſiantiated may 
be Depes'd by the Pope, eſpecrally ſince I remember 
220t one Inftance, Ancieut or Modern, of any ſuch: 
Prence ſo treated > 
H E Examples of depoſing Princes being without 

| & anycertain Rule, ſometimes by the Pope, ſome- 
runes by the Nobility, ſometimes by the People, ſome- 
times: 
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crimes by an Eminent Subje& , ſometimes by a powerful 
Stranger ; And the ground pretended, being ſometimes 
Religion , ſometimes ſome other Cauſe ; give me leave 
to conſul your judgement, 


VIII. whether theſe Examples may not all be reſol/d, 
Either by the General Anſwer, that Fa& makes 
no Right ; Or, that they were prafis'd without a- 
ny ordizary and acknowledg*d Juriſditon ;, but 
only by way of common Reaſon and natural Pru- 
dence, which teaches us 13; extremities to caſt about 
and relieve our ſelves, tn the beſt and bepefulles} 
way we cans according to our Circumſtances ? 


FÞ?: chough by this Almighty Maxime of Extreme and 
Lawleſſe neceſſity , even Popes themlſelyes , as well as 
o:her Governors , have ſometimes been depoſed ; yer I 
clearly believe neither Popes, nor Councils, nor Kings, 
nor Nobles, nor People, nor Strangers , have any Dor- 
mant Commiſſion from Heayen, that conflitutes' in any 
- of chem a Formal and Authorotative Tribunal ro decide 
Junſdictionally who ſhall be Pope or King, 

To make this diſtin&ion ( on which the whole contro. 
verſy cbiefly depends ) unmiſtakably plain and evident ; 
let me parallel the grand Inſtances of Popes and Kings, 
with the litle ones of private perſons : when we ſay, as L 
think every Chriſtian does , that 'tis Impious and He- 
retical to hold , One Neighhour can take away the life of 
another , though he neyer ſo much deſerve it; .in Refe- 
rence to what power do we ſpeak ? is it not to that kind 
of power which is. ordinarily Created by Cammiſſion ? 
can we be fairly interpreted to mean ſome odd extrava- 
oant caſe of abſolute neceſſity to defend our own lives a» 
gainſt his otherwiſe unavoidable Afſlaults ? Sa when we 
ſpeak of a Power and Authority to depoſe Kings, we are 
plainly to underſtand a Power and Authority veſted in 
St, Peter and his CO by Commiſſion from —_ 

| p | 
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T iis and this only , I conceive, 1s the Authority we are 
commanded to abjure z and unlefle ſuch a Divine Com- 
miffion be ſhewn, I cannot ſee why to affert ſuch a pow. 
er in the Pope is not Impjous and Hererical , as much 
and far more than the inſtance of private Murther : Eſpe- 
cially the Oath ſo particularly expreſling ics chief incene 
to be the exclufion of the Popes pretences, and preyen. 
tion of the miſchiefs naturally apprehended from the Su- 
preme and all-Commanding Juriſdi&ion of a Foreiner, 

Having perus'd fome Authors who confidently ſay, ne- 
ver any Orthodox Divine mainrain'd this tranſcendent 
power in the Pope , nor ever any ſuch praQices appear'd 
for above a thouſand years afrer Chriſty though the. Chri- 
ftians long before that time had both firength enough ro 
doit, if they had had a Will ; and Zeal enough to have 
will'd it, if they had thought it lawful : I cannot bur ſuf 
pe this NDoQrine of Novelty , till you be pleas'd to it» 
form me , 


IX. what Eminent Writers there are» in the fir 
thouſand years after Chriſt , whoexpreſty hold this 
Tenet of the Popes Authority to Depoſe Princes > 


T His Tam apt to conceive ſo much the. more impro< 
| F bable co be found; becauſe neither. 8. Tho, nor 
Card, Bellarmine cite any Antienter Authors than Grego- 
ry the ſeventh , whoſe Papacy is of a younger date than 
chit we ſpeak of: Much younger yet is the Council of 
Lateran ; nor can it With the feaſt colour of truth be al- 
keg'd for any more thana Canonical Conſtitution ; and 
perhaps not ſe much, till the difficulties concerning it be 
clear'd , which 1 leave to the DoRors , and only con- 
rend , *tis at beſt no more ; elſe the Defenders of Papal 
Depoſition were bound to belieye its Decree in this point 
28 an Article of Faith , and condemn the French Univer« 
ſities as Herettcal, and ſeparate from their Communion : 
If ther-it be only-an_ Ecclefiaſtical Canon, 'tis well e- 


nough known ſuch Laws are- pot Obliging , bur ww 
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chey are receiv'd, and where they are received, may on 
juſt grounds be again rejeted. However , even where 
that Canon is admitted ( if any where it be ) no fair In- 
terpreter can extend it to reach ſo high as Soyeraign 
Princes , to whom this reſpe& is generally by the Ca- 
noniſts eſteem'd due , that un'efſe They be expreſly 
nam'd, they are not by implication underſtood to be 
comprehended in any penal or rettriftive clauſe ; a Ci- 
vility allow'd even to Cardinals, whom I cannot think a+ 
ny difinterefſed Confiderer will preferr before Kings. 

As for reaſon, which I confeſs, where *cis evident , 
needs no Antiquity to gain my aſſent; I have not met 
with any that bids ſo fair towards ſatisfaRion, as this 
argument. 

If the Ends be ſubordinate to one another, the Fa- 
culcyes are, | 

Bur the End of Civil Power (temporal happineſs ) 
is ſubordinate to the End of Spiritual Power { eternal 
happineſs.) 

L ho the Civil Power 1s ſubordinate to the Spi- 
citual 

Lex all chis be ſuppos'd as true (though there want 
not diſtin&ions , by which ſome endeavour to relieve 
themſelyes in this point too). Ionly enquire how this 
Spiritual Superiour mult proceed , when the Temporal 
Magiſtrate intolerably miſdemeans himſelf; & I rhink He 
is confin'd, as is very Name imports, to Spiritual pu- 
niſhments, as ſuſpenſion from Sacraments, Excommuni- 
Cation, &c, | 

But that, they'l ſay is not ſuſficienr, nor the Church 
compleatly furniſh'd with means proportionate ro its 
end, unleſs it can depole a Prince that deſerves it. To 
which, I anſwer, 

Firſt, The argument 18 of ſo wild unlimiced a Conſe- 
quence, that ſhould they inſtead of - Depoſe, ſay Kill, or 
whatever ocher miſchief they pleaſe ro invent, they 
—_ in Rigor with the ſame Reaſon defend ir, 

condly, Thoughin ſome ſence it be ttuegthe Spiricu- 
al Power is furniſh'd with ——_ neceſſary to its End; 
3 et 
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yet are We not oblig'd to ſay, it can remove all impedi. 
ments, and that in what method it pleaſes ; Is not the 
Sun compleatly endued with power to ſhine, unleſs ic 
can level mountains, and overturn forreſts that interceprt 
ics light ? or, which is nearer our Caſe, has not a King 
ſuffictenc power to govern, unleſs he can puniſh his 
neighbour King, nay even the Pope himſelf, and thar 
with ſpiritual penalties ? In regular and ordinary Oc- 
currences, the regular and ordinary power both of Pope 
and Prince is ſufficient ; in irregular and extraordinary, 
the very word ſignifies, they ate owt of Rule, and muſt 
be govern'd by occaſional reaſon, which allows both 'to 
Pope and Prince a juſt and equal title to provide, that 
Neither prejudice the Other ; and this, without the 
Popes being $uperiour to the Prince in Temporals, any 
more than the Prince is to the Pope in Spiricuals, Bur, 
as abſolute Soveraigns, When there's no other remedy , 
may lawfully make war ; ſo I concetve may theſe ( each 
managing his proper weapon ) and pretend only Reafan, 
not Juriſdidtion to juſtify their proceedings. 2 

Thirdly, I ſuſpeR, rhis plauſtble argument (the ſpiri- 
tual power is furnifh'd with all means neceſſary to its 
end ) may ſo largely be underſtood, thar it will flatly be 
deny'd ; for, is not Execution of the Magiſtrates Com- 
mands, neceſſary ro-the end of Government ? and is nor 
a competent Force neceſſary to that Execution ? why 
then did our all-foreſeeing Saviowr nor provide for this > 
why did he not furniſh his Supreme Lieurenane with 
ewelve Legions of Angels, to overcome the Princes of 
the Earth, rhat will not obey his Decrees? As to this , 
I know no better reaſon, than that the Churches Hymn 
5 rue, 


Non eripit Mortalia, 
Qni'Regna dat Celeſtia, 


He does not Earthly Kings deprive, 
Who came the Crown of Heayento gives _ 
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_ Befides, may we not as well ſay, the Church is fur- 
mſh'd by Chriſt with all Offices ( at leaſt all confiderable 
Ones ) as withall Power neceflary to irs Government ? 
yet every one knows neither Patriarks, Primates, nor 
Arch-Biſhops are of divine Inflitution, however theic 


' very being ſo canonically eftabliſh'd in the Church, ſuſfi- 


cently declares their uſefulneſs and neceſſity ; and their 
being no otherwiſe eſtabliſh'd, ſufficiently convinces the 
weaknefle of the argument I am endeayouring to diſable, 
_ If my expeRations happen to fail in all theſe Queſt- 
10ns, permit me'Yet to offer this ſhort Conſideration, 
The Pofition we are commanded to renounce as ſmpiozr, 
and Heretical, 1s this, 


Princes, who are Excommunicated, or Depriv'd by the 
Pope, may be depos'd or murther'd by their Subjefts , 
or any other whatſoever, 


Since cis clear, that where the Subjef of a Propofiri- 
on 15 in the disjundive,. unleſs the Predicate be verefi- 
able of both Members, the whole Propoſition may ab- 


ſolutely be deny'd; ir plainly follows, if to ſay a Prince: 


Excommunicared only ( not deptiv'd ) may be depos'd 
by his Subje&s, be Impious and Hererical,,. at leaſt in 
the large and uſual ſenſe of that word, that the. whole 
Propotition is ſafely abjurable, as Impious and Hereti- 


cal, Inwhich diſcourſe. this only. ſeems to nee! proof ,. 


that *cis Heretical ro ſay, a Prince Excommunicated 
may. be. depos'd by-his Subje&ts.. And firſt, 1 hope, it 
will quickly appear to be Falſe, by the very definition of 
Excommuncations Excommunication being a Church- 
Cenſure, that ſepayates frow the Eccleſiaſtical Communion 
of the Faithful, And though by a general. rule we are 
commanded to ayoid all Hereticks, and Excommunicated 
Perſons, yer { beſides that, of. it ſelf ic reaches only to 
ſpiritual things, unleſs the Civil Law extend it farther } 
the Canonifts give many exceptions, one is (which near- 


liet concerns our Ciſe ) that of Relation ; ſhall Hus- 


bands and Wives, Parents and Children, Maſters _=_ 
gle 
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Servants, be bound in caſe of Excammunication togbars 
don one another > What Confuzon would ſo raſh .z 
DoRrine bring into the world ? and 15 1t not far worſe , 
if Subje&s ſhall think ic lawful to forſake their King, 
nay unlawful not to forſake him Þ | 
Thus I conceive 'tis evidently Falſe ; and if once ad- 
mitced for ſuch, its own weight will ſoon fink ic down 
inco Impious. And what is Impious, eſpeclally draw- 
ing after it ſuch miſchievous effe&s, will eafily be proy'd 
again(t the very Eſſence of theChriſtian Law,and by Con- 
ſequence intrinſecally Heretical, If yer youthink, this 
opinion not ſo highly cenſurable, I beſeech you inform 
mes 


X, whether any of theſe Poſatrous deſerve the Con- 
demnation of Heretical > That the Pope bas a di- 
re& Dominion, both in Sperituals and Tempo- 
rals, over all the world; Or that Hecan depreve 
Kings of their liues, and paſs ſentence of death a 
gain#t them : Or againſt the lrues or goods of 
other Perſon ? that 1s, whether He can make it 
lanful to do thoſe Afs, which, were they not Au- 
thoriz'd bybim, would be plais Murther, Theft, 
or Rebellion > | 


LL theſe, every one I meet 1s ready to cry out on, 
as Impions, Hereticial, and what you will ; And 
is the Depoſing a King a lighter work, than the Sequeſt- 
ring a private Gentleman > Or has he a weaker Title to 
his Crown, than a Merchant to his Shop ? Either I am 
deceiv'd by ſome Equivocarion , which I intreat you 
to diſcoyer, or elſe the Queſtion I propoſe is as clear as 
the Sun at Noon. | 
'Tis true ſome Caſes are mixc, but then me thinks ir 
1s not ſo hard a task to give each Authority its due ; 
Can we not eaſily diſcern, what belongs to Marriage as 
| a 
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a Sacrament, froti what belongs -to' it; as a Civil” Cons 
tra& 2 Oridiſtinguiſh berween the Churches: power to 
make a Baſtard -incapable!of- Orders, . and thar- of the 
Common-wealch, ro make him incapable of-Inheriting > 
Nor his the Queſtion any greater difficulty, when 
the Tribunals Swccefſiuely allvit one-another, as when the 
Ecclefiaſtice: having proceeded to the utmolt of their 
JuriſdiRion., deliver. the Criminal to the Lay Court , 
there to receive ſuch further puniſhment, as his Crime 
deſerves, which they could 'not have needed, had their 
own power reach'd ſo far, nor: would they have praQtis'd; 
had they not needed it. | : | | 
_* To'conclude this point, with ſome Authority as well 
as Reaſon ; I have read, 'that not only the Poſition of 
killing Kings was condemn'd as 1pios,” Heretical, and 
Daw able By 141. Divines of the F acslty of Paris, in'the 
year 141 3+ But fince,in the year 1670. the ſame Facslty 
Decreed,. That it was Seditions, Impions, and Heretical, 
for any Subjeft,” Vaſſal, or Stranger, on what occaſion or 

retence ſoever, $acris Regum 'perſonis vim inferre, to of. 
fer violence'to the ſacred perſons of Kings, + Behold the 
very word Hereticat, direty arid formally applyed to a 
Poſition that in ſubſtance exceeds not Ours, unleſs we 
Imagine a King ſo tame, that we may Depoſe him' with- 
out” offering himany Violence : 'or find ſome witty 
CaſuiR,*who has invented a new: way of creeping our of 
the words (no matter for'the plain and honeſt ſenſe ). 
and by his graye Opinion,” ſecure our Conſciences,' that 
though ir b2 Impious indeed and Heretical, ro offer any 
Force to.the ſacred Perſons” of 'Kinzs, yet to intercept 
their mear tHl chzy bz ftarv'd to dearh [as *tis' ſaid of one 
of the King* of Deimark,) 'is abſolutely lawful, as being 
an omitted Caſe, and ſo not at All forbidden, _ ' 
 Obſ#:ving that in this .yvhole Controverſy, the main 
Biilwark wherein the Defenders of tht: Popes Prerogative 
in Tem7n-4ls, fortifie themſetyes; and Think to pacify 
the Civil Powers, is a certain famous DiſtihRtion, whoſe 
plain and liceral ſenſe I - as enough; bur can» - 
s , hg: 
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not find in ic, if imparcially examin'd, a title ro make 
ſo great an Impreſſion as is pretended ; I humbly intrear 
. Your quick and ſtrong Eye, to look a lictle ſeriouſly inte 
the Queſtion, and teach me, 


XI. #Fhat difference there is, as to any real effe 516 
Government ',, between acknowledging a aire 
immediate Power tn the Pope to Depofe' Princes, or 
9ly an endire# and medtate One 2 


I S itnot almoſt all one in it- ſelf ,: and, altogether all 
A one in miſchief, whether myeyes be beaten our with 
a dire& ftroke of a Tennis-Ball, or by Bricol? Are-nor 
our Laws fill equally Penal both ro dire&t and indire& 
Offenders ? will any of us allow a flandering congue 
( than which nothing is more frequenty or mote into- 
lerable ) to Caluminate freely, -on condition his poy- 
ſonous darts come only glancing , and not. be leyeld 
point-blank againſt us ?. l | 

Here they perhaps will ſay, I miſtake the Caſe ; For , 
wereonly the Exerciſe of this Power mediate and indi- 
ref, they would confeſſe my fimilicudes had ſomething 
of Argument, bur the very Power it ſelf ſay they,-is jn 
its 1ztrin/ick nature no more than mediate and indire , 
which widens much the fides of the diftinQton, nor dg 
any of my Interrogations offer to confute 1t, 

When I have ficſt declar'd, I intend not to meddle 
with ſuch lender Encityes as Relations meraphyſically 
conſider'd; I ſhall bztake my thoughts to. what I con- 
ceive more pertinent to our purpoſe,. rhe Moral Notion; 
and enquire what influence on humane aQions. a dire& 


Power gives its Poſſe:ior,more than an indirect? If they. 
anſyer, by che one He can puniſh his Infertovrs , as he 


pleaſes, by the other nor : 1 teply, That is thernotion of an 
abſolure and perfeMy arbitrary Governtnent,nor preciſe- 
ly of a dire& Power © Which not only may ſometimes be 
limiced, bur almoſt always is ; has por the Lg a Fe 
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Are& Authoriry over the German EleRors > Is not the 

Pope direct Supertour of the Chrittian Biſhops ? yer 
which of them can, either One or the Other, deprive or 
puniſh at his meer pleaſure ? I: they ſay, *'tis a Power as 
ftrongly Conmanding as the dire, but is not in the 
ſame line, the prritual being of a quice different Order 
from the Temporal ; I confeſle theſe are pretty terms 
ro entertain ſubtile heads, and amuze fimple ones ; but 
to a down-right prudent Examiner, I believe they'l 
prove of very little ſertous Signification, nay though rhe 
Cauſes be contrary to one anothers, if they produce the 
ſame effe&, they make with me the ſame argument, Na- 
euralife ſay, that Cold immediately condenſes by dire. 
ly cruſhing the Body it inclofes : whereas Hear firſt ex- 
renuares, and then draws away the ſubtiliz'd parts, and 
afrer the grofſer ſhrink together of themſelves, and ſo 
condenſes too, but medaiarely and indire&ly ; and theſe 
are Words that ſound well enough ; but when we come 
to practical application, and find that roo much Sun, as 
well as Froſt, fo dryes and hardens the Earth, that ir 
choaks our ſeed, and kilts our lowers, whit good does 
our fine diſtintion ? what does our Mediately and In« 
Airefth avail us ? 

Nor is the Effe& only the ſame, whether the Popes 
power he call'd dire@ or indireQ , ſince each way he re- 
ally dethrones the Prince ; but the end to both of his 
dire&-Spirt ual, and indiret-Temporal Authority is the 
fame ſince He 1s bound to manage the laſt only, in ordine 
ad Spiritualia, and the firſt, ad Ed: ficationem; which two 
Phriſes ſeem to me no 111 Synonimas one of another. 
Theſe are ſome of the: refſe&tions that have made me 
doubr, rhough there may be ( and I think II ſee ir ) ſome 
Speculative difference between the two manners of Title, 
yet in praiſe very little, if any at all, 

. When ll this is faid, and far more, ( which T think not 
uneaſy to do ) fill there remain two grand ObjeRions : 
The Suoreme Paſtor has engag'd his Authority ; and our 
duty obliges us to obey His Commands : Our Predecef- 

| D 2 ſors 
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{ors hayerefus'd the Oath, and ſuffer'd for refuſing ; 
and our honour is concetn'd to follow their ſteps, To 
which, with your permiſſion, I offer this anſwer., | 

Since by the Popes forbearing the French, we evident- 
ly fee ſuch Prohibitions depend on particular and occaſio- 
nal Conſiderations, not only 5 ep to be miſapprehend-= 
ed by others , bur to be alter'd in themſelvey ; cerrtain- 
Iy very ill becomes our Reverence'to the Authority of 
the Pope, or reſpe& co the Memory of our Anceſtors, 
fo fear they would wilfully perſiſt in a diſcover'd Errour , 
and not change their proceedings , when they ſhould ſee 
the grounds on which they proceeded were wry, tp 

Nor eyen then when the Pope's Brief forbad the Oath, 
did there want a juſt number ot Catholicks,, if my books 
ſay true , who humbly repreſented their Motives ro his 
Holineſſe , why they doubred his Prohibition was not 
obliging, as being grounded on miſtaken and-incertain 
Suppoſitions : A privilege permitted to all, and moſt of 
all co Eccleſiaſtical SubjeAs ( who are not Goyern'd, by 
the Sword, but the Paſtoral Staff ) either to obey ar 
give good reaſon why they do not : and this , withour 
the leaſt ſuſpition of boldly examining their Superiors 

Commands with the Judgement of Authority , but ex» 
ercifing only, whac the meaneft Vaſlal may Loyally pra. 
iſe towards the greateſt Prince , their natural Reaſon 
and Judgement of Diſcreyon. | | 

And here I muſt confeſſe my ſelf inclin'd to think ic 
yery probable , that the whole buſineſſe was untruly re. 
preſented to the Pope : for, can we doubt but Card. Bel. 
larmine was acquainted with the Informations given to 
his. Holyneſſe 2 or, that they -Both agreed not in their 

ſence concerning our Caſe ? let us then ſee what his' E- 

minence ſays in his Letter to My. Blackwell, Arch-Prieſt 

of the Engliſh Clergy ; where, having alleg'd that Anti- 
ent Intance of mingling together the Images of the'Em- 
perors, and of che falſe Gods, to entangle the Chriſtians 
with this Dilemma, that either they muſt bow to: 7 «piter, 
and Commur Idolatry; or not bow to Ceſar, and be-guil- 
oy 


OE TIE. 


(25) 
tyof high Treaſon, He ads, Tale aliquid 74 ſrraments , 
&c, Some ſuch thing me thinks 1 ſee in this Oath they offer 
you, which s ſo fraudulently contriv'd, that none can profeſs 
their Civil Subjettion to the King and DeteFt all 1reaſon 
againſt Him , but he mau#t needs perfidionſly Renounce the 
Supremacy, of the See Apoſtolick. And again, Nam /# 
rem totam, &c, If you mill diligently examine the whole 
matter , youll ſee "tis no ſmall thing» which by that Oath is 


brought into danger , but one of the Capital and Fundamene 


ral Pomts of our Fagth and Catholick Religion; And quite 
throughout the wifle Letter He Gill ſuppoſes the Deſign 
of the Framers of this Oath , how covertly ſoever rhey 
expreſle themſelves to be ; That the Authority of Head 
of the Church be transferr'd ( as to England ) from the 
Succeſſor of St, Peter, to the Succeſſor of Henry the 8. 
Which fill ſo much the more evidently appears, both by 
his Quoting Fathers upon the general head ot obeying 
the Pope, and acknowledging his Supremacy , as alſo by 
his comparing Mr, Blackwells Sin in taking the 'Oath , to 
Peters denying Chriſt , and Marcellius's Sactificing to 
Idols ; whom at leaſt in ſome pare , He ſays, the Arch- 
Prieſt imitated, Does this Pen run as if it were guided 
by a Hand well inform'd > 1s it not highly probable that 
ſuch Informations were the grounds of che Prohibirion ? 
Is it not abſolutely certain, thar ſuch grounds, being pal- 
pable miRakes, are no way ſufficient to oblige out Obe- 
dience. 

Not that we have cauſe ſo much to complain of the 
Briefs as of them whoſe Paſſionate, and perhaps FaQtious 
Zeal procur'd it : for how can the Poxe be inform'd what 
we Tramontani do, bur by others ? and how can He 
Judge, buc as he is inform'd ? ſince ſurely we are not to 
expe& ſuch an extraordinary aſſiſtance from Heaven to 
outde his Hand in writing a Letter , though i» Form of 
Brief, as ſome pretend for his defining ex Cathedra. Read 
but the Balla C ene, and you'l find it no impoſſible thing 
for the Pope to claim more, than good fubjet , much 


lefſea wiſe King will give hint: there he ſolemnly ex- 
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communicates all Princes, who impoſe on their Subje&s 
new Gabels wichouc leave of the See Apoitolick: with ma- 
ny other unallow'dpretences. From all which we i-:ferr 
theſe rwo plain truchs, Thatthe Pope may miſcommand, 
and when he does ſo , be lawfully diſobey'd, 

Bur to proceed ingenuoufly with you , as F hope and 
beg you will dowith me ; let us fortify this Obje&ion 


with the utmoſt skiil and (frength we can: This Aﬀ-of - 


Depoting Kings has not only been done by Popes , bur 
approv'd by Councils ; to whoſe Inn I con- 
feſſe a great Reverence is due , and rMrefore beſeech you 
deal candidly with me , ( for I have no: any convenience 
to'ex mine the circumRances of theſe Hiſtories) did they 
only approve ihe Fa& ; or declare the Right? if che firſt, 
I ſhall without laying to diſpute ir » ſuppoſe the thing , 
for thar time, well done ; and only enquire, in reference 
to what Authority *rwas done: our Hevry the 7. we know 
did many As withour declaring the Titte by which he 
did them ; and the Parliaments approbation Rift con- 
firm'd them : if then they, proceeded as by a Commiſſion 
claim'd from Chrit , and allow'd in a General Councl , 
would not that make the Tenet an Article of Faith, and 
fo prove too much, {ince among the Temperare it gene- 
rally' pretends no higher than an Opinion ?- bur if they 


acted only by a Commiſſion deriv'd from Neceflity ,. 


which having no Law,is a Law toit ſelf;the Conſequence 
lictle concerns our Diſpute ; who know the Pope Himſelf 
has beendepos'd ; yer neither will He admit , nor need 
his Depoſers precend any Juriſdi&ion or Superiority 0- 
yer Him ; *tis enough where Neceflity over-rules the 
Law , that Neceſſity Govern in its ftead ; which if true 
and real , may perhaps do much harm , but can dono in- 
Aut. 

As tothe other Branch ; if the Councif incerpos'd in 
declaring the Right , either they intended ir as a Defini- 
tion , and ther: you muſt ſay 'tis of Faith, which almoſt 
every one denyes: or as an Eccleſiaſtical Canon, and 


CS 


then I muſt ay , it binds only where receiy'd , and my | 
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be alter'd or repeal'd like other Laws, as is already dif- 
cours'd, when wecited the Council of Lateran, 
However, in our particular Caſe, nothing is moreeaſy 
than co Conquer the ObjeRors of the Popes Briefs with 
their own weapons; for. let: them tell me, are they nor 
ready to ſwear they will faithfully ſerve their King while 
they live, and that notwitftanding any Papal D;ſpenſation, 
or whatever other Proceeding to the contrary ? what fig- 


nifies this, bur T renouncing all obedience to 


the Pope in theſe S? True ſay they, we renounce 
obedience, but notthe acknowledgment of his Power; 
we will adhere to the King, though the Pope ſhould De- 
Poſe him ; but will not ſay, he cannot Depoſe him. 
What wiſe and real ditference ( as to Government, and 
the practical part of humane life) can we imagine be- 
tween theſe two; 1'le ſwear never to obey my Commander, 
and Ple ſwear he has no power to command me ? Speak 
way and bone(ily, and either deny his Authority, or 0+ 

2y it 3 this motley Hypocriſy wilt, I fear, offend both 
Pope and King, and while you diſclaim your obedience 
to the One, and the Authority of rhe Other, Neither 
will confide in you ; Change but the Perſon, and think , 
what a holy religious man he would be, that ſhould ſo- 
lemnly yow never to obey his Superiour, how loud ſoe- 
yer he preach'd his Authority ; think what a flat contra» 
diction it 1s, of :wo Relatiyes, to kill one, and keep the 
other alive; think what an uncharitable madneſs ir is, 
chat the whole body of Chartholicks be expos'd co ruine , 
and the whole Credit of cheir Religion be buried in char 
ruine, rather than diſayow an Authority , which we are 
ready to ſwear we will never abey, - 

But to diſpatch this chief ObjzeMon with a ſhorter 
word, and that ſtill raken our of their own mouths; The 
Pope they ſay has commanded we ſhould refuſe this 
Ouh, bur do they not too, with the ſame breath ſay, rhey 
will abſolutely forſwear 'obeying.his Commands, if they 
be nor pref} to renounce his Power ?/and -what do we 
more than diſobey him, .if norwichRanding his Prohibt- 

tion 
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tion we accept of the Oath. we meddle. not with' his 


Authority, we only (3s they profeſs chomſelves ready: ; 
todo) deny our Obedience : 1 it not as lawful for us ,. 


whenthe King commands, to admit this Oath againſt 
the' Popes will, as for. them, to. ſwear they*l obey the” 
King, let the Pope command what he will'2- -- - - 

"As for our Anceſtors, had they: ſeen-the ' Unanimous! 
Judgment of ſo many Univerſities, and" the publick Sub- 
{criptions of ſo many eminent lars , -parricularly 
noted for great enlargers ofthe PopMpone: had they 


examin'd the ſenſe of Antiquity towards Soveraign Prin- 


ces, Which acknowledges them Supreme in Temporals ,. 
and accountable to -none hut God; had they read the: 


learned Treatiſes compos'd by Carholick writers,both of 
our own and other Nations, where this King-dethro- 
ning power 1s abſolutely diſayow'd ; had they: perus'd 
the Declarations of the Kings in France, and Arreſts. of 


Parliaments there, .by which the Authors who-dar'd to» 


aſſert that Opinion: were. Condemn'd, and their Books 


burnt by che hand of the, Hangman z; had th:y done all, . 


Or any notable part of this, they could not certainly but 


have chang'd their judgments , .and no longer , both a-- 


eainſt Reaſon, Authoriry, and their own: Intereſt, -have 
wilfully adhered to.a Tenet ſo.ill grounded, and a pract- 


ice ſo ruinous. . 


' Lictle of all this I fear did many of 'our Anceſtors _y 


fieR on, but guiding their Conſciences by their Ghoſtly 
Fathers, and their praRtice- by their Conſciences; choſe 


that fide ofthz Opinion, which any one-might then' have - 


refus'd without Hereſy, and any one -mtay- now: without, 


ſcandal; without ſcandal I mean as tothe bare Opinion + 


confider'd in its naked ſelf, not as ir unhappily is dreft 
win the Oath, where ſome. expreſſions, at firſt fight, 

ew-ſo odly, that alittle prejudice or unacquaintedneſs 
makes many a well meaner Doggie atthem ;, Andhere 4- 
gain I hearcily:renew'the wiſh Thave alteady made, that 


2 geversl form-of Quth;, wereiſo'Chiritably. and 'Cotide- - 


ſcendingly fram'd, as-might fullyſectre co our tnoft gra- 
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few years ſince , withthe Dukecf Parma, and proceed- 
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cious Soyeraign the Allegiance of All , and not trouble 
with ſcruples the lefle inftruted Conſcience of any. 

Bur to diſpatch this ObjeRion: If ro take the Oath we 
diſcourſe of be truly juſtifiable , why may not we do 
what we. think lawful now , becauſe our Predecefſors 
did not what they thought unlawful heretofore ? their 


Refuſal was Innocent and Laudable , fince they follow'd 


fincerely the diftates of their Conſciences; yet Ours will 


'be neither , unleſſe we do ſo too; nay the very reaſon 


that made them decline the Oath , their being {+ perſwa- 
ded', engages us r@take ir, if we be otherwiſe perſwaded; 
for, as in this afl the world agrees, that an erronious 
Conſcience, till the miſtake be remov'd , undoubtedly 
obliges 3 ſo none will deny, bur, the Truth once clear'd , 
the Obligation ceaſes 2. if ſuch then be the caſe berween 
our Predecefſors and Us , we may fairly be abſoly'd from 
following them , or rather truly be ſaid to follow them , 
while we all aim at the ſame end ( the Conſcionable per- 
formance of whar we belieye our Dury ) though we ſeem 
to80 thither by different ways : None but eternal truths 
canexaQt an unchangeable adherence ; none bur they can 
deſerve ir. | 
And now I haye only one Queſtion more to propoſe , 


XII. How do the Clergy, the Religious, & the Wiſer 

ſort of the Lazty in other Countries behave theme 

ſefues , when the Pope makes War, or any other way 
Contends with their Soveraign Princes or States? 


E Or even in /taly, I ſee moſt of them generally, and 
'& all of them ſometimes, diſobey k Pope, and 
cleave to their Country ; nay thoſe very Religious who 
have formerly ventur'd All by a particular Obzdience to 
his Holinefſe , are noted of late to be grown more rem- 
perate: IThave read , if I miſremember nor , in an ItiN- 
an Author this Story , That the Pope making War ſome 


ig 
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pt ny him to the extremity of EccleſtaſticalCenſurbe, 
occaſion'd the Duke to adviſe with- bis Counall; how he 
ſhould bear himſelf rowards the Churchi-men that liy'd in- 
his SubjeRion ; where after ſome debate, 'twas at length. 
concluded, thar fic perſons ſhould immediately be depu- 
ted ro demand of every Order both Secular and Regular ,. 
which party they interided to follow ? onely to one (oft. 
of Regulars ic *rwas expreſly forbidden to make any ſuch: 
Addrefle, left their extraordinary obſequiouſneſle tothe 
Pope miyhr engage them otherwiſe. than the Duke de- 
fir'd , and the example of their Non@onformity breed a 
Prejudice to his affairs :- But they, wiſely examining che 
Conſequences of ſo new a DiRin&ion , and the Necefſi- 
ry of preventing ſo dangerous a jealouſy ,. did of chem. 
ſelves , withour expeing. any Suthmons , walt upon» 
cheir Prince , and'voluntarily preſented Him. their Hum-- 
ble Prorteſtations of Fidelity and Obedience 5. an a@ion ,, 
which, Lam apt to believe was not a little contributive to- 
their lace Reſticution ih-the wary State-of Verice: Infine,. 
every ſort of Eccleſiaſticks , as welt the unihviced,. as che 
inviced came in, and profeſt their firm and poſitive reſo-- 
lution to obey the Commands of his Highnefſe, notwith- 
ſanding the InterdiR of his Holyneſſe, 

Andyet (roabſtra& from the Juſtice of the Quarrel, 
which ol2s perhaps 6n the Popes lideJehe Duke is hot on- 
ly a Feudatary of the Church:,. but hrs ERarewas at firſt 
deriv'd to him from the Pope , andis to-returwagain in 
default of Iſſue male; which makes a fair difference be-- 
rivixt Hint andthe Caſe of an-Abſolute King: © | 

Bur colook nearer home ; what did we our ſelves 
many years fine in our dwh Country? did nor almoſt gl 
the Ecclefiaſticks , and a numbet of the Nobility arfd 
Gentry ,. ſufficient to repteſetit che whole lictle Bddy of 
Catholicks here ,. after full deſibetarion unanimouſly: 
fubfcribe their Negative to theſe three Arrrcoles >: 


I. That the Pope or Churth hath power t» abſolve nny per-- 


fon or perſons from their Obedience to the Cionl and. _— 
4 Ss 
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cal Government efabliſh'd, or to he eſtabliſh'd in this Nee 
tion, in Civil and Political aff airs. 


II, .Thetby the Command or Diſperſation of the Pope 


_ or Church, i815 lawful to lull, deſtroy, or dr avy injury to 


any Perſon or Perſons liping with; the K imgs Nominuqne, 
becey(e thas ſuch a Perſe ar Perſons gre Accuſed, Con- 
dexpred, Cenſured, or Exgyromwicated for Error, $chiſms 
gr Horeſye | 


Hl. That it is lawful 3s it ſelf. or by Diſpenſation from 
the Pope, to break. Promiſe or Oath, made to any of the 
forefaid Perſons, wider pretevce that they are Herench, . 


Theſe, Iam ſorry I mult confeſſe were Cenſured at 
Rome, privately indeed and wichout ſolemnity, as being 
perhaps eicher unwilling to come to the light, or. unable 


to bearit; whatever was the motive, 1 cannot omit.to 


make this Refle&ionupon ſo unequal a proceeding to- 
wards the proſperous French, and the affiited Engliſh ; 
what.either of injurious or untrue, do any of rheſe three 
Propoſitions contain, that.is not both more largly, and 
more {martly expreſt in the Decrees of Sorbonne, and 
the reft of the Univerſities cited at the beginning of this 
Letter ? if they be free, why are nor we? if we be con- 
demn'd, why are pot they? 

 Atleaft, this Raman.Cenſure of the Engliſh Subſctip- 
tion» wants not. ſome good effe&, ſince it has: abſolutely 
clear'd the chief remaining Objetion « which elſe, if 
captiouſly manag'd, might perhaps haye given us ſome 


trouble ro maintain our parallel with the French, for, 


till chen; it had been no great plece of invention, to pre- 
tend;that the.Po Kal, TE Brief was applyable only 
$0 the.whole Oath in groſs, and ſo mjgut conſiſt. well e* 
nough with. the diſclaim of His indiret Authority over 
Kings; But now I ſee, 'tis not the. Form, 'cis nor an jn- 
conyenjent: Phraſe or two (/ Re greqreb ſcruple of ſome 

dur, the very SubGiance 

© 


(32) 
of the Oath , the growing denial of che Popes:/power to 
Depoſe Princes, 7 the Sek if not the only Scandal 
chat's offenſive there. ; | 
Nor is this kind of diſobedience to the. Popes Com- 
mands only in ſone Caſes praRis'd, but by the Com- 
mon Maxine of the Canonifts,. and of Reaſon too, con- 
Rantly maintain'd, borh which Rep in co our relief in ſuch 
extremities, and-ſay, where any notable miſchief is like 
ro follow, we are not oblig'd to obey the Pope. hk. 
he. command under pain of Excommunication.. :pſo fatto,. 
Fhis is the common Opinion of the Learned ;, bur, be- 
eauſe *ctis too the common ſcruple of the- unlearned,. F 
ſhall cite ſome few Authorities tranfcrib'd' out of books 
where I find them colleRed, having my ſelf neither skijl 
nor delight in ſuch ktnd of Studtes 5: Of theſe I: conceive 
ewo or three, in a point fo evident , abundantly ſuffi- 
cient One is of Pope [nnecent 3. thus cited by Fra. 
Zabarel de _ = nou eſt obediendum;, &c, Wwe 
are not to obey the: Pope when there is a ns 
#1 that the ſtate-of the: Church may be- diſtur/a, or other 
w33ſchiefs like to follow; Nay it were a fon to obey, becauſe 
every one is bound to prevent future evilt; Conformable 
to this, Sylveſttr alleging Panormitan, ſays, Verb. obe- 
diemia Num. 5, Nc eſt e; obedientrum; 8&C. We are mt 
to obey the Pope; if our obedience may be preſumed will' 
trouble the ſtate of the Church; or be cauſe of any future E- 
vil or Scandal, though the Precept were under pain of Ex- 
eommunication, Latz ſententiz» And' Cardinal Tolet ci- 
ting the ſame Auchors,. pronounces the ſame truth: in 
far more ampleterms:. | 
' Donot theſe Authors (and none I ſippoſe » for T 
have not much acquaintance with that ſort of Learning , 
candiffer from them in proper Caſes ) give us Indeed 
more than we have need of > Are nor the Conſequences: 
of our obeymg the Pope's Letters, ruinous to our 
Fortunes; and which is worſe, Scandalous to our 
- Religion ? ſhall'we not ſtrengthen the ſuſpition 'of our 
. FaWiouſneſle , -and Tnconſiftency with Civil- Govern- 
ha ment 2- 


ment ?: and'can-a little Credit of a few at Rowe, counter- 
Foiſe a burthen that lies ſo heavy on us all, in our own 
Country. | Os | 
> The Circumſtances we are in, I confeſle, are very un- 
happy, when the wiſeſt of thoſe who ſhould adviſe us, 
are not fully free to ſpeak their thoughts >- but by particu- 
lar Concernments fo tempted co- comply, that nothing 
bur arare Sincerity and Courage can enable them: to re- 
fiſt ; a Caſe that needs indeed: ſome pity, but deſerves 
no praiſe : and therefore as we ſhall-be to blame, if we 
Cenſure too readily the EffeRs of Frailty in Them, ſo 
'will they be leſs Innocent, if they Condemn too ſeverely 
the Uſe of Liberty in Us. For my parc, I have this to 
ſay, in proof of my own Indifferency, Iam not Ambi- 
cious for preferment: from Any, but humbly and hearrily 
acknowledge my ſubmiſſion ro every one above: me ; ef- 
R pecially ro the rwo Supreme,whom with all fideticy I am 
ready to obey, as my Soveragin Goyernors, though They 
never ſhould be my particular BenefaRors,. | 
A Duty we owe to: the _y_ , 4 Duty to the King; 
Both commanded by God, both-obliging under” Sin ; yet 
both confin'd to their proper limits ;; Too-much of the 
Temporal may be aſcrib'd to: Popes; too much of the 
Spiricual to Kings : too much maybe challeng'd b 
Both: the difficulty is, when either exceeds, who mu 
be Judge: if the cauſe be clearly. Temporal, *cis clearly 
the King (ſpeaking of Common Right, not their parti- 
cular Agreements ) if Spiritual, the Pope :- but where the 
. Quality of the cauſe is invincibly doubted , (' which can 
ſeldome be withour a range paſſion at leaſt on one fide,)' 
I know no Judge expreſly impower'd to decide fo- extra- 
ordinary a Queſtion , nor can imaginany other remedy, 
than what true Reaſon , preſs'd' with neceſſity, will ex+- 
temporally di&ate in fuch- an oceafion,... However, thus. 
farl plainly ſee, that, as ſometimes a miſchance may 
bappen by the Competition of theſe two: Authorities, ſo 
ofren very many and' great advantages may accrue to: 
Both,by their good correſpondence,and — 
E 3 | at; 
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But by no means can-I ſee, were the. Extent of che 
Popes power in Spirituals ,, andthe Denyal of his 

werin Temporals well underſtood , whar dillubance 

e could poſſibly make jn this Kingdome 2 uf he, excom- 
municxethe Prore Faxts, they lictle regard it-: if the Ca- 
tholicks , tuch as are rightly inftruRted know their Civil 
Ovligacions borh.co thear King and Fellow-ſubjeAs, re- 
main entirely the {ſame after Excammunicarion as. they 
wete before. Ne EccleſfiaRicai Cenſu:es againit a Ca- 
thelick bere altering inche leaſt ticcle his Circumſtances to 
Proteſtants ; lince -0f 11s own na:ure ; 13 only concerns 
Communication inSpicicuals, wherein, before any Cen- 
ſure they no more Communicate tagetber, than after.: 
indeed among the Catholxcks ſuch Cenſuce has ſome 
effe&; yer of it ſelf, only thus far canit work with 
them , roſuſpend or deprive their Communion in Holy 
Offices;z to Which, any Temporal prejudices be an» 
nex'd (as that an Excommunicate cannot bring an AcQti- 
on, &c. ) they wholy are deriv'd from the Cinnl Power , 
and when it ſees.convenient may wholy be revok'd. 

As forthe particular Laws of our Country , lang he- 
fore the-unhappy dividing times of H, 8, our Wiſe , 
Pious Aunceſtors fail'd not to provide for the publick 
peace againſt all Forein incroachments ; probibiring .the 
:1mpertarion-of any Bull-from Rowe without his Majeſlies 
allowance , and-impoſing penalties on any thar .prefumd 
without His Royal Afent to publiſh them. And were 
things ſo difpos'd that the little correſpordence which is 
-neceffary for Catholicks here with Rowe Were regulated , 
and not 'by :fevetrities endeavour'd to be.extingurſ'd , 
( which cannot be effeted without extinguiſhing the Re- 
ligion-ir-ſelf) I am-confident no.one ſort of people. im _the 
whole Nation would beeither more faithfully, ſerviceable 
rotheir King, or. more ſecurely incapable of diſserving 
'their:Country, :Nor would this defign requite any;:mare 
.confideration than only to reſolve that their Eccleſiaſtical * 
Government ſhould be no other-than-ſuch as had known 
Rules:8Limirs,not Atbiccarily dependingan. Rove; And 
{ _, i 
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their Eccleſiaſtical Governours no other than: ſuch as 
were of known Loyalty to their King, and Piety co their 
Country. 

Thus Sir I have finiſh'd theſe few Queſtions ; and hope 
by Your inftruRion to ſettle my mind : profeſſing hearti- 
ly my abſolute readinefle ( with the Grace of God ) to 
govern my Underſtanding by Reafon, and my ARions by. 
my Underſtanding : only this ſhort Petition I Humbly 


' add, Thar as your Nature is Frank and Generous, your 


Anſwer may be Manly and Candid , not in the way. miſ- 
call'd P:zozs, but with a ftrit: Conformity to-whar is. 
true and ſolid ; and however your Opinion may poſlibly, 
in ſowe things differ from mine ,. yer ſtill continue. in all 
tings co Command | 


SIR, 
Tour Moſt 


K,. Georgeh Day, | Es 
Humble Servant 


L6G Xx 


A. G; 
FINIS, 


ou eee CCE_C OR EI aanes. 


ERRATA; 


Age 3.. Line 27. Dele, for, Page 4+ Line 17+ 
read Depoſe, And Line 25, read Word of God, 
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